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Bud phoned me this morning, early, to tell mo of the newest reversal, 

Ittie ofae thing that is fixed and film is that your office is not capable or making 
end sticking to a decision (nothing personal). Ho gave me somebody’s message that 
he try and restrain me. That would be impossible and he will not attempt it. Hcw- 
ever, I tell you frankly that the restrain * impose upon myself leaves me in 
doubt that it is the proper course. As I have tried to help you, so would 1 not 
hurt you. Despite all those things that I can ot justify, I am still persuaded that 
Clay Shaw is Play Bertrand. With a mind not corrupted by what is with such abandon- 
ment of reason has come to be known as the "low" (or by a greater essociation with 
its practitioners, so large a percentage of whom are less fit for decent compmy 
than a worn-out whore} that under other circumstances I would elect, this is enough 
for me. I want a judicial determination of fact and regret oaly_that it has already 
been so inhibited, so pre-conditioned, perhaps pre- date rained, 1 fear thet what we 
may get may be much less than this. 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I have written ^inoe. Had there bB on more 
time, were I not so sick at this latest of the unending H ew Orleans stupidities, 
perhaps I'd hove written him more. If only you could have seen his insane posturings 
when he was be re the Sunday after I wa3 in Hew Orleans! He not only spoke and acted 
like a two-bit Mussolini, he went through identical gesturings with his jawl He was 
wildly irrational, obsessed with the idea he could control Jim, hod aaddenly achieved 
an importance he had never earned and otherwise could not, so much the center-stage 
actor who would milk every opportunity, strike ovary pose, bo the truly great man of 
decision! 1 had anticipated some of what transpired, for as you know, haw long 
regarded him as paranoid. T 0 the degree I could, I prepared. I even arrang* d for 
Wecht to call me, as he was for another purpose, at a tine when ¥ ince» -“ud snd rom 
Katen, who Vince had brought with him, to be part of the conversation. Aa^I knew 
he would, V?echt spelled out exactly what falling to go ahead would mean, o left no 
doubt in Vince's mind or anyone als-e's, that the most urgent need was to proceed 
without delay, "e also said that if you did not, it «ould and should cost you the 
expert witnesses, who might thereafter endanger their reputations by continued 
association with the office that had for so long bean clamoring for access to the 
secret materials and then refused to do the very little required to get the most 
essential of them. But I did not, and I guess it was not possible to, anticipate 
all of what fojice foundx himself capable. 


If you people want tc destroy yourselfes, just continue to listen to 
v ince. I cannot think of a single thing he has dons in this entire case that was 
not wrong. What I say in the enclose is no unkindness, believe me. His judgment is 
the worst hove even encountered and his paranoia the moat proeyletlzing. 


I prolong this interruption of work that can have scm.e meaning only 
because 1 beliove, r garbles e of Wether or not he pays the slightest attention, 

Tim should have the enclosed Immediately. With the situation that tea come to pass, 

1 could not care less what he does or does not do. 1 memely do this because 
believe it required of me. 1 urge you to discharge your own responsibility b J elnjg 
it to him as soon as you can. "hat then happens is his affair and his responsibility. 


Sincerely, 


Harold Welsberg 


Bud pu&z&z m thl* ranuiiifft eerly* to toll &# of ttu* rawest revurtsl. 

T&e ofce thing thsi is 1'ixsd «ad fires i» ih*t :/ooi* office la not enable or m&s&fcg 
<ma. sticking to & 'decision U^tbiuc personal). lie g^v© m* so^hody* £ tfe»t 

he try h&& restrain me. That wuld ho tapoaalM* <md h<* will not attempt it. Ko*- 
eW| I tall you frankly that fete restrain - 1 i&;.©*c. upon wy»wlf leaves *a* In 
doubt thfct it l.« tfca proper source* is I bore tried to help you, so would X aot 
hurt you. usgpite oil tbnaa t*dv-gg Vu<'t 1 cmn- el justify, X sj» still perpuc dad. that 
»*li>.y 2h*w ie <?lay Bsrtrsad. ^ith * mind not corrupted by what is with mica efcaudoa- 
mnt of redeem bus cara to be kumc* r*» f.W **lww** (or by » greater association wit h 
ii« preet it letter s, so lnrgo a perfontu^e of who® era le*» fit for decent ee?ip«iy 
than a worn-out whore J tfesfc under other riro^*tsne«ii X would elect, thin la enough 
for me* I ksxu $ Judicial deteroilafttiou %f t»u% s&d fugr-et only that it hee elreedy 
ha on 00 inhibited, eo pre^co&diiio&fid, jerhftf*® A fear tfc*t whet ww 

mey get may be sueh lea** titeu tils. 


Knaloaed is a copy of g letter X have wittea ^ince. Had tharp >><m more 
ties©, sfer© X not *so idcii ut thle l^teefc of the uftoadiv* £ &©w ttflmnn etuplditim, 
'ethane? i f d hint* written biu more, If only you could here sa#a itis insane posturings 
when fcs wutB bare the Sunday efttr X w*a in Oriental He 3s»t only spotfe end a oted 
like a two-bit Mumcilnl* fee want through Identical featuring* with hie Jewl Ee n&s 
wildly irrational, ohaessdti with the idea he could control *Ti?n, fc-*d mddmly achieved 
*n i^UGrtaace he bad ain/sr earned end otherwise a?ul& not, ee much tfes o^ntiir-jstsg* 
actor ^he souli ollk etery opfortunity, strike swery pna^, be tho truly groat mun of 
decieioni X h$a eaticlp^ted eeiae of nhet traaap iro4 t for o« yeu kn -w# A hew long 
re c*ra#d aim as paranoid* Vo tfc^ degree A deuii, I yreporef. 1 $y«a arr^pd for 
Recife to e«i.ll me, ^ he wae for another purpose, at r. ti^n wbeu Hate, %<! «nd foa 


Kator, «ho vmee hiou^h^ to hl&. 


to 


P&rt of the conv^fa«tie». Aa.I ksiovr 


be ^ould, Pecht spelled out exactly ufcvfc feUAa^: to ^0 &he*i would seen* e l^Xt no 
doubt ift Vir.ce f e sstied or sayom- thst the &a*t urgent need w»n to proceed 

withottX del^y. also mid thnt if yct« did not. It wsttld fenu should cost you the 
ox port vitae & bwe, Fhe mi^t i-toero«*ft*fei eud^uger reputations fey aoutiauai 

eewcietlon with \kt © files ifc&t h-hd f^r 0^ lon^ bona 3lnm$ri&£ for ocroe* to the 
eocrnt .‘nsterloln tarn refamd to de tc^ very little rpeuirod t<? «ret fh-c most 

easontifel of .them# But x did not, and X gu^s* it* 5^ot possible to, anticipate' 

all of whet ^insa f?5ttudshi^«ulf capable. 

’»! 

if yen people watt to doetroy ycurmlfoe, Just continue to listen to 
^inoe* l o^Uuot think of n oiuglo thing he has done in this- entire cees blast 
not wz^ng. 'hst I cny iu the enclnm is no un kin doom, bflif^ro cio. Hi? Juigam^nt is 
the worst A hov^f even cneouhterod mi4 hif pereoci^ the meet prosy lot l^iug. 


4. 


prolong this iut-emiptior of »^.u*k tfc&t can hwve nemo kerning only 
l^cduse x feuXleYO, x gfjrdloof of baeth^r cr rot* ho p#ye tbo sll^htsot nttoution f 
Jiis should, hwnro the enclosed ia"edietoly« ^ith thu «i taction that cetse t-s psss, 

X could no v enns iem what doe« cr uecs not uo. i asnsely do this beoeu^e X 
heliere It required of ms. X ur&e you to hieoh^rge your owi respoaslhility by firing 
it to him a a eoou ycu c^n* # luit th^a hap;eae i..v hiv effsir sr.c his rcspoucfihility* 


Sincerely, 


Harold ^elsiherg 
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